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PLEASE TREAT THIS DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT

SHINUI SHEM NAME CHANGING

Some have the custom of adding a name to a person who is seriously ill, but for whom there is still
some hope that they can recover. Traditionally the meaning of the name chosen is related to life or
divine intervention. You should consult with your rabbi when to recite this text and what happens
to the name if someone does or does not recover.

If the sick person is a male:

If it has been decreed upon him in Your court of Justice
that he must die of this illness, our holy rabbis have
said: ree things annul a decree against a person. One of
those is changing the name; that is, that they should
change the name of the person who is sick. We have ful
lled their words and have changed his name, and it is
therefore different. And if on (sick person’s original
name) there is a decree, on (sick person’s new name)
there is no decree, for he is different and is no longer
the one called by that previous name. And just as his
name has been changed so may the decree be changed
from strict justice to mercy, from death to life, from
sickness to complete recovery, for (new name) son of
(mother’s name). In the name of all the names written
in this Torah Scroll, and in the name of all the angels
appointed over all healing and salvation, swi ly send a
complete recovery to (new name) son of (mother’s
name). Lengthen his days and years in pleasantness, let
him spend his days well, with abundant strength and
peace, from now and through eternity. Amen, Selah.
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If the sick person is a female:

If it has been decreed upon her in Your court of Justice
that she must die of this illness, our holy rabbis have
said: ree things annul a decree against a person. One of
those is changing the name; that is, that they should
change the name of the person who is sick. We have ful
lled their words and have changed her name, and it is
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therefore different. And if on (sick person’s original
name) there is a decree, on (sick person’s new name)
there is no decree, for she is different and is no longer
the one called by that previous name. And just as her
name has been changed so may the decree be
changed from strict justice to mercy, from death to
life, from sickness to complete recovery, for (new
name) daughter of (mother’s name). In the name of
all the names wrillen in this Torah Scroll, and in the
name of all the angels appointed over all healing and
salvation, swiftly send a complete recovery to (new
name) daughter of (mother’'s name). Lengthen her
days and years in pleasantness, let her spend her
days well, with abundant strength and peace, from
now and through eternity. Amen, Selah.
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