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At first glance, this Psalm seems to be intended for someone giving thanks to God after surviving a difficult 
ordeal. It does not seem to be an obvious choice for people still in the midst of dealing with an illness, “You 
have lifted me up, and not let my enemies rejoice over me” (חְְתָּ�ָ אֹיְְֹבַַי לִִי מַּ�ַ יתָָנִִי וְְלֹאֹ־שִׂ�ִ י דִִלִּ�ִ  Yet many . (אֲֲרוֹֹמִִמְְךָָ יְְהוָָה כִּ�ִ
commentators believe that this Psalm is intended to be a source of inspiration during difficult times. Often 
when life is going well we don’t focus on God. “When I was untroubled I thought, I shall never be shaken” 
וֹֹּמּט לְְעוֹֹלָָם) ל־אֶֶ לְְוִִי בַּ�ַ ַ י בְְשַׁ�  Life changes, and we suddenly find ourselves searching for Him, “When You .(וַַאֲֲנִִי אָָמַַרְְתִּ�ִ
hid Your face, I was terrified” (רְְתָּ�ָ פָָנֶֶיךָָ הָָיִִיתִִי נִִבְְהָָל  Prayer connects us with God. We call out in hope that .(הִִסְְתַּ�ַ
our connection with Him will guide us through the darkness. “One may lie down weeping at nightfall; but 
at dawn there are shouts of joy (ה קֶֶֹר רִִנָּ�ָ כִִי וְְלַַבֹּ� עֶֶרֶֶב יָָלִִין בֶּ�ֶ  .(בָּ�ָ

We can look back at times in the past, both personally and communally, when it seemed as though God 
was hidden but then ultimately revealed Himself. These memories serve as an inspiration. They comfort 
us in the midst of our current ordeal, or when praying for someone else going through a struggle. We may 
not be able to see the hand of God. We hope that if we continue to reach out to Him, we will arrive at a time 
when we too can give thanks. We look forward to a future when we can say, “You turned my lament into 
dancing, you undid my sackcloth and girded me with joy” (“מְְחָָה רֵֵנִִי שִׂ�ִ אַַזְּ�ְ י וַַתְּ�ְ קִּ�ִ חְְתָּ�ָ שַׂ�ַ   .(”הָָפַַכְְתָּ�ָ מִִסְְפְְּדִִי לְְמָָוֹֹחל לִִי פִִּתַּ�ַ

A psalm of David. A song for the dedication of the House. I 
extol You, Lord, for You have lifted me up, and not let my enemies 
rejoice over me. my Eternal God, I cried out to You, and You 
healed me. Lord, You brought me up from Sheol, preserved me 
from going down into the Pit. you faithful of God, sing out, and 
praise the holy name. For [God] is angry but a moment, and 
when pleased, there is life. One may lie down weeping at 
nightfall; but at dawn there are shouts of joy. When I was 
untroubled, I thought, “I shall never be shaken,” for You, Lord, 
when You were pleased, made [me] firm as a mighty mountain. 
When You hid Your face, I was terrified. I called to You, Lord; to 
my Sovereign I made appeal, “What is to be gained from my 
death, from my descent into the Pit? Can dust praise You? Can it 
declare Your faithfulness? Hear, Lord, and have mercy on me; 
Lord, be my help!” You turned my lament into dancing, you 
undid my sackcloth and girded me with joy, that [my] whole 
being might sing hymns to You endlessly; my Eternal God, I will 
praise You forever.  

מִִזְְמוֹר שִִׁיר־חֲֲנֻכַַֻּת הַַבַַּיִִת לְְדָָוִִד׃ אֲֲרוֹמִִמְְךָ 
לִִי׃  אֹֹיְְבַַי  וְְלֹאֹ־שִִׂמַַּחְְתָָּ  דִִלִִּיתָָנִִי  כִִּי  י-הוה 
וַַתִִּרְְפָָּאֵֵנִִי׃  אֵֵלֶֶיךָ  שִִׁוַַּעְְתִִּי  אֱֱ-לֹהָָי  י-הוה 
חִִיִִּיתַַנִִי  נַַפְְשִִׁי  מִִן־שְְׁאוֹל  הֶֶעֱֱלִִיתָָ  י-הוה 
מִִיָָּרְְדִִי־בוֹר׃ זַַמְְּרוּ לַַי-הוה חֲֲסִִידָָיו וְְהוֹוּד 
לְְזֵֵכֶֶר קָָדְְשׁוֹ׃ כִִּי רֶֶגַַע בְְּאַַפּוֹ חַַיִִּים בִִּרְְצוֹנוֹ 
בָָּעֶֶרֶֶב יָָלִִין בֶֶּכִִי וְְלַַבֹֹּקֶֶר רִִנָָּה׃ וַַאֲֲנִִי אָָמַַרְְתִִּי 
בְְשַַׁלְְוִִי בַַּל־אֶֶמּוֹט לְְעוֹלָָם׃ י-הוה בִִּרְְצוֹנְְךָ 
הֶֶעֱֱמַַדְְתָָּה לְְהַַרְְרִִי עֹֹז הִִסְְתַַּרְְתָָּ פָָנֶֶיךָ הָָיִִיתִִי 
אֲֲ-דֹֹנָָי  וְְאֶֶל  אֶֶקְְרָָא  י-הוה  אֵֵלֶֶיךָ  נִִבְְהָָל׃ 
אֶֶתְְחַַנָָּן׃ מַַה־בֶֶּצַַע בְְּדָָמִִי בְְּרִִדְְתִִּי אֶֶל־שָָׁחַַת 
י-הוה  שְְׁמַַע  אֲֲמִִתֶֶּךָ׃  הֲֲיַַגִִּיד  עָָפָָר  הֲֲיוֹדְְךָ 
יֵֵ‍הֱ‍ה־עֹֹזֵֵר לִִי׃ הָָפַַכְְתָָּ מִִסְְפְְּדִִי  וְְחָָנֵֵּנִִי י-הוה 
לְְמָָחוֹל לִִי פִִּתַַּחְְתָָּ שַַׂקִִּי וַַתְְּאַַזְְּרֵֵנִִי שִִׂמְְחָָה׃ 
י-הוה יִִדֹֹּם  וְְלֹאֹ  כָָבוֹד  יְְזַַמֶֶּרְְךָ   לְְמַַעַַן 

אֱֱ-לֹהַַי לְְעוֹלָָם אוֹדֶֶךָָּ׃  )תהלים ל(

Introduction A prayer of thanksgiving, recalling the fears of illness and the hopes for salvation.
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